
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
April 21, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
April 21, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Gary 
Chrysler, IT Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering Manager; Mike Fox, Operations 
Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Shawn Backman, Auditor; 
Kathy White, HR Manager; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, 
Attorney; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Diane Robertson, Judy 
Littlefield, Jones Atterberry and Ken Vanderhyde, former PUD Commissioners, and 
Terri Cook. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

At this time Jones Atterberry addressed the Commission stating Commissioner Cook had 
entered a drawing at the John L. Scott booth at the recent Schmooze Fair and won a gift 
basket, which he was delivering. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for April 21, 2015: 
a. Approval of Minutes 04/14/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2615 

Voucher Nos. 3126-3181 and Payroll Check Nos. 8930-9009 ($616,311.71) 04/21/15 
c. Project Approval – Dalseg Plat Lot 5 & 6 (Mount Vernon) 

The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Manager Powell presented an update regarding 
the Sedro-Woolley Transmission Pipeline Replacement Project; bids were sought and 
received for mortar lined, polyurethane coated steel pipe and fittings and a purchase order 
has been issued for Northwest Pipe in the amount of $316,229.69 for pipe and fittings.  
Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the project. 

Attorney Gilbert reported that a long-time delinquent LUD account has been paid. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu reported the following: 

District crews are helping with potholing on the Sedro-Woolley Transmission Line 
Replacement Project. 

• District crews have been working on the 7th Street, Division to Fulton; Warren 
Street, 7th Street to 10th Street; 8th Street, Division to Fulton and Warren Street; 
and 11th Street East project.  Last week crews completed service connections on 
7th and 8th Street, making final connections, and completing mainline work on 
Warren Street.  This week crews will complete the project by re-establishing 
service lines along Warren Street, making final tie-ins, and performing surface 
restoration.  

• Macaulay and Associates is conducting a special benefit study for the proposed 
Mann Road LUD; they anticipate completion by the middle of May.  Discussion 
ensued regarding another leak in the area, various causes and repair.  
Commissioner Cook asked if the property owners will be billed for the leak; 
Operations Manager Fox replied that the leak was fixed as soon as they were 
made aware of it and the community is working with the District.  Manager 
Powell stated that initially the community was notified that if they did not address 
necessary repairs or request formation of an LUD, they would be responsible for 
the costs in the future and they chose to move forward with an LUD. 

IT Manager Chrysler reported he continues work with Operations Manager Fox and 
Engineering Manager Sidhu on priority projects and other staff training. 



Operations Manager Fox reported that Judy Reservoir is gaining in elevation 
approximately 1/4 foot per day with two pumps running and spill level should be reached 
by the end of the month and would carry the District through to September/October.  He 
stated that pumping most likely be reduced to one pump in May and staff will continue to 
pump water needed during spring and summer to avoid high pumping costs later in the 
year.   

Commissioner Robertson asked if the Governor’s drought declaration overrides the 1996 
Memorandum of Agreement; Manager Powel replied no, the declaration allows farmers 
to seek state and federal help if needed. 

Operations Manager Fox also reported that a coordination meeting with fire agencies 
regarding emergency management will take place at the WTP at 7:00 PM tonight and will 
include a tour of the plant, location of chemicals, gates and National Incident 
Management System (NIMS) training.  

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that members of the Skagit Land Trust 
Board and Nature Conservancy will tour the watershed and Gilligan intake tomorrow 
with Environmental Service Coordinator Trueman and WTP Superintendent Wardell.  
The District will participate in the Science and Technology Night at Mount Vernon High 
School on Thursday.  Northstar training for the Customer Service Department will begin 
next week.  

Commissioner Littlefield asked about the status of an intern program for science and 
technology students; CR Manager Tate replied that discussion and details need to be 
addressed with HR Manager White.  Manager Powell stated that he approved Treasurer 
Dales request to use an intern in the Finance Department, which worked out very well 
last year, and she is reviewing applications. 

Commissioner Robertson commented on the fact only two water services were sold in 
April. 

Treasurer Dales reported that the Finance Department continues work on the Annual 
Report due at the end of May. 

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell presented an Interlocal Cooperative Agreement 
with Skagit County - Cost Sharing Partnership for Pictometry Imagery and Software.   He 
stated that the agreement has been renewed every two years since 2007 and the cost 
remains the same at $6,500 per year for access to all mapping software and requested a 
motion to authorize said renewal.  Commissioner Cook moved to authorize renewal of 
the 2015 Interlocal Cooperative Agreement with Skagit County - Cost Sharing 
Partnership for Pictometry Imagery and Software as presented.  The motion passed. 

Under Audience Comments, Ken Vanderhyde stated that the District appears to be in 
good hands and he had no complaints. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Cook reported on his recent attendance 
at the Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) board meeting and the Schmooze Fair.  
He also reported speaking with State Representatives Hayes and Kristiansen. 

Commissioner Robertson reported on his attendance at WPUDA meetings in Olympia 
last week, meeting with Representative Jeff Morris and gave updates regarding house and 
senate bills in the legislature.  Commissioner Robertson indicated that PUD’s are 
struggling with how to finance projects and will need to continue looking at alternative 
lending sources.  He stated that additional communication with small community banks is 
needed to address local lending needs.  Manager Powell stated that the District has met 
with Skagit Bank and once they have the details, are ready, willing and able to be a 
lending source.  Discussion ensued regarding the use of bond funding, revenue funds and 
the need to spread project financing over a period of time so as not to burden current 
ratepayers. 

Commissioner Littlefield also reported on his attendance at WPUDA meetings, including 
an audit regarding retirement for commissioners and a program through WPUDA. 



Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of April 21, 2015 was adjourned at 
5:16 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


